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	Subject
	Understanding Kpop 
	
	

	Lecturer
	Prof. Michelle Cho 
	Written by
	Michelle Cho

	Attendance
	20
	Midterm
	30
	Participation
	20
	Assignments
	10
	Final Project
	20

	Class Overview / Goal 
	This course is to introduce students to Kpop music and industry. The class will cover the history of K-pop, its main developments, musical characteristics, etc. The class will also study some artists’ success and failure cases to learn about Kpop’s attempts to expand into the global market. 

The course will also help students understand general process of music production. We will study how a song is made and structured, then, apply that knowledge to K-pop. As the final project, students will have sessions in class to write songs themselves with the faculty’s help & feedback. 


	Core qualities 
	Understanding Kpop artist & industry 
Understanding music production & Kpop music
Creativity
Critical thinking 
Analytic skills 


	Textbooks / References 
	Announced in class via online 

	Assignments 
	Announced in class via online

	Evaluation
	Attendance:  20%
Participation: 20%
Assignments: 10%
Midterm Exam: 30%
Final Project: 20% 


	1st Week
	Class Overview & Project explanation 

	1st week Assignments / References / to-dos 
	

	2nd  Week
	History of Kpop  
In this week, students will learn a brief history of Kpop industry. We will look into pre-1990s music in Korea to understand why Kpop artists like BTS has become vocal on political issues. We will then move onto the 1990s, 2000s, and 2010s to analyze characteristics of artists and music in such eras. Through this week’s class, students will gain a basic understanding of how Kpop industry has evolved to be a global phenomenon. 

	2nd week Assignments / References / to-dos
	

	3rd Week
	KPOP Music Business 
In this week, students will learn about the general structure of Kpop industry, its key players and their roles. Kpop has a unique production process as it works closely with both local and international creators to produce contents. Through this week’s class, students can learn how a Kpop band is formed, produced, managed and intoriduced. 


	3rd week Assignments / References / to-dos
	Students will be asked to write a 1-page memo on the given artist.

	4th Week
	 KPOP and fans  
Fans take a significant role in the Kpop industry both as loyal consumers and creative producers. We will look into how the interaction among Kpop fans, music labels and artists have evolved. We will also learn how Kpop artists have built a unique relationship with their fans and why such relationship is a key to their global success. We will also try to understand the unique characteristics of Kpop fans and why they play active roles in some social issues. 

	4th week Assignments / References / to-dos
	

	5th Week
	Understanding Success of Kpop 
In this week’s course, we wil analyze the history of Kpop artists trying to break into the western market. We will study those who have made it successfully and ask critical questions to understand what the driving factors of their success were. 


	5th week Assignments / References / to-dos
	 

	6th Week
	Understanding Failure of Kpop  
In this week’s course, students will learn the past failure cases of Kpop artists trying to make it in the U.S. By analyzing strategies adopted by some Kpop labels and their artists, students will be able to gain and understanding on different approaches Kpop labels took and reasons for their failure. 

	6th week Assignments / References / to-dos
	Students will be asked to compose a 1-page memo to analyze the given artist’s strategy to enter the global market. 

	7th Week
	K-Contents and Korean Wave (Hallyu)  
Kpop is not the only cultural product that receives worldwide attention. K-Drama, K-Moview and K-beauty are among the few that are enjoying immense success in the global market. In this week, we will try to learn how some of these entertainment industries of Korea have evolved to meet the demand of the global audience. 

	7th week Assignments / References / to-dos
	

	8th Week
	Midterm Exam 

	8th week Assignments / References / to-dos
	 

	9th Week
	Case Study: BTS
BTS is enjoying unprecedented success in the global market as a Kpop star. Many wonder what made BTS so successful, setting them apart from the rest of the Kpop stars. In this week’s class, students will explore the case of BTS to understand how BTS has built its success.

	9th week Assignments / References / to-dos
	

	10th Week
	Kpop Storytelling 
Kpop is unique in that it often provides fantasy-like or fiction-like story elements to its fans. Because of these unique characteristics, Kpop was able to build its core fandom who are extremely loyal and dedicated to contributing as “prosumers”. We will study how Kpop labels have built such unique universes of their own and how those stories are correlated to the contents that are being produced by Kpop labels and how such universes have contributed to the success of Kpop. 

	10th week Assignments / References / to-dos
	

	11th Week
	Kpop & Social Media 
Kpop is definitely one of the industries that have actively utilized social media. The changing environment of the internet ecosystem has worked in favor for Kpop artists. Active fan communities created in the realm of social media called “Hommas” also play a unique role in the industry.  In this week, we will study how Kpop artists and labels have engaged with the public and fans through their social media. 

	11th week Assignments / References / to-dos
	Students will be asked to pick a Kpop artist group to analyze their storytelling & universe. 

	12th Week
	Understanding Music Production & Kpop Music Production 
In this week’s class, we will learn general structure of music and how a song is made. In particular, we will look into what makes a song more “Kpop”. There are some musical and performance elements that set Kpop apart from general Western music. We will try to understand what those are to gain a basic understanding to write a Kpop song. 

	12th week Assignments / References / to-dos
	

	13th Week
	Writing Kpop Songs  
Students will be split into smaller groups to write Kpop songs. Students will be provided with pre-made instrumentals to work on so that sutdnets only need to work on the melodies in this. Class. Students will be encouraged and guided to use their understanding of Kpop that they gained throughout this course to make a Kpop song. 

	13th week Assignments / References / to-dos
	

	14th Week
	Writing Kpop Lyrics  
Students will be also guided by the instructor to write lyrics to the songs that they wrote in the last class. Students will gain first-hand experience on how storytelling developed by Kpop labels are reflected in lyrics of Kpop music. They will have a chance to build their own concept for the song to write lyrics and sing. 

	14th week Assignments / References / to-dos
	

	15th Week
	Final Project: Listening session 

	15th week Assignments / References / to-dos
	 



